St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 5, 2021

Second Sunday of Advent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the bap-
tizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s
prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of
hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel.
In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The December Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by the 5th &
6th grade class.




ADVENT WREATH

Second Week of Advent

Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles.

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the
stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and

crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people.

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform
our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the
root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.

O people of hope, come,
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.
Light two candles on Advent wreath.

ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 240,v1 &2
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness. let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
God fulfills the promise. gently lead them homeward.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 257, vs. 1-4

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might,

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, as to your tribes on Sinai's height
and ransom captive Israel, in ancient times you gave the law
that mourns in lonely exile here in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain

until the Son of God appear.
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free

Refrain your own from Satan's tyranny;
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel from depths of hell your people save,
shall come to you, O Israel. and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Re-
frain

2 0O come, O Wisdom from on high,
. . . Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. composite
embracing all things far and nigh: Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
in Strength a nd bea Uty come a nd Stay; Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-  copyrightadministrator.
frain



Greeting page 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 203

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

CARILLON RINGERS with Lisa Erikson playing flute

“Silent Night” arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name
means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by puri-
fving and refining God'’s people, as silver and gold are refined.

'See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. “But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; “he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. “Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of
old and as in former years.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us. (Lk. 1:78)

**Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
**You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,



born of the house of your servant David.
"“Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our ene
mies,
"from the hands of all who hate us,
’to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
"This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
"to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
"holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
°And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
"to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
®In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
"“to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how ten-
der-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages
them to grow in love and knowledge.

’| thank my God every time | remember you, “constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, “because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now. °l am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense
and confirmation of the gospel. “For God is my witness, how | long for all of you
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. "And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight "°to help you to deter-
mine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless,



"having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
for the glory and praise of God.
The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 3rd Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming
Lord.

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emper-
or Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was gover-
nor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Gali-
lee, and his brother Philip ruler of the re-
gion of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysani-
as ruler of Abilene, “during the high priest-
hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. *He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
“as it is written in the book of the words of
the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
“Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
°and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 264,vs.1& 2
Prepare the Royal Highway

1 Prepare the royal highway;
the King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley
a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory,
foretold in sacred story:

Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord,
for he fulfills God's word!

2 God's people, see him coming:
your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God's promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;



he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence. (A brief silence.)

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that
their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you cre-
ate and call good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of
those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the impris-
oned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their
commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to
reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill.
Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Em-
bolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth
and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more hum-
bly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until
the day of your coming. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 207
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 487
What Feast of Love

1 What feast of love is offered here,

what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,

what gracious gift is given?

This, this is Christ the king,

the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!

How sweet the manna given!

What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,

Oh, see and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!

3 What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.

Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536
NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

the sun come down from heaven.

ELW 793

Be Thou My Vision

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou
art:
thou my best thought both by day and by
night,

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true
word;
| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high
tow'r,

raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my
pow'r.

Riches | heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

Light of my soul, after victory won,

may | reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E.
Byrne, 1880-1931

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,



sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 631, vs. 1 & 2

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;

let us all in thee inherit;

let us find thy promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning;

Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith, as its beginning,

set our hearts at liberty.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
George McElroy,

Nan Wolfe,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,

Janet Schmidt,

Susan & Bill Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Family of Naomi Winkleman, friend of Mary Weeg,
Ron, Nephew of Jenny Wheeler,

Naomi Wonkleman, Mary Weeg’s sil’s sister,
Family of Evie Whitehill, friend of Janet Anderson,
Finch McMillan, Nephew of Deran & Maria Weeg,
Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz,

Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and Sheryl
Alderson,

The Mance family, friends of the Hacklers,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-
art,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




