
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent  

INTRODUCTION 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expec-
tation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts ap-
pointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before 
the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christ-
mas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The November Noisy Offering collection will go to Wreaths Across America. 

The flowers today are from Dale Albers, in memory of Sandy Albers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ADVENT WREATH  
First Week of Advent 
Use this blessing when lighting the first candle. 
Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into 
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you prom-
ise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your 
light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 

O house of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
Light one candle on Advent wreath. 
ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 240, v 1 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
 God fulfills the promise. 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  239, vs. 1 & 4 

Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to 
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you 

Hark, the Glad Sound! 
 

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

 the Savior promised long; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

 and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

 your welcome shall proclaim, 

 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

 with your beloved name. 

 

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 



live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
        
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16  
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in rela-
tionship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having 
mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteous-
ness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.”  
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10  
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Ps. 25:1) 
 
 1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good
 ness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 



 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant 
with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing 
thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel be-
fore our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 
and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 21st Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36  
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment 
abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, 
but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s prom-
ised redemption. 
 
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 
and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now 
when these things begin to take place, stand up and 



raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the king-
dom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unex-
pectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Len Dale 
SERMON   Pastor Len Dale 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  244, vs. 1 & 2 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 

2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

 



God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 Living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence.  (A brief silence.) 
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim 
the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your 
face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind 
and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what 
you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of 
the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all 
who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, 
and life transitions of every kind. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from de-
structive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural dis-
asters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and 
other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who 
journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us 
confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 



 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
COMMUNION   

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  715 

Christ, Be Our Light 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 
Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license 
from copyright administrator. 

 



ELW 838 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Beautiful Savior 
 
1 Beautiful Savior, 
 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
2 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 
 fair is the moonlight, 
 bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, 
 Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels in 

the sky. 
 
4 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 
 now and forevermore be thine! 
 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  534, vs 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

Savior, Again to Your Dear Name 
 
1 Savior, again to your dear name we raise 
 with one accord our parting hymn of 

praise; 
 once more we bless you ere our worship 

cease, 
 then, lowly bending, wait your word of 

peace. 
 

2 Grant us your peace upon our homeward 
way; 

 with you began, with you shall end the 
day; 

 guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from 
shame, 

 that in this house have called upon your 
name. 

 
 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826-1893, alt. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Barbara Strampe, 

Ann Gardner,  

Hollie Ham, 

George McElroy, 

Nan Wolfe, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Janet Schmidt,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Family of Naomi Winkleman, friend of Mary Weeg, 

Ron, Nephew of Jenny Wheeler, 

Naomi Wonkleman, Mary Weeg’s sil’s sister, 

Family of Evie Whitehill, friend of Janet Anderson, 

Finch McMillan, Nephew of Deran & Maria Weeg, 

Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz, 

Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and Sheryl 

Alderson, 

The Mance family, friends of the Hacklers, 

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz, 

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer, 

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson, 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer , 

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,  

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-

art, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


