
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Reformation Sunday 

INTRODUCTION 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be re-
formed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We cele-
brate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do 
this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we 
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The 3rd & 4th grade class chose Children’s Mercy as the October Noisy Offering collection.  
 
TEMPLE TALK– Chris McMullin 
 
The flowers today are in celebration of Reformation Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation Day 
By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a  
festival commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a  
summary of abuses in the church of his time.  At the heart of the reform move-
ment was the gospel, the good news that it is by grace through faith that we are 
justified and set free. 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  504, vs. 1 & 4 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 

 



Greeting page 98 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 138 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34  
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will ex-
pect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend 
the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible 
only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in 
a God who forgets. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will for-
give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 46  
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 



 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28  
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Refor-
mation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works 
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine 
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from 
sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held ac-
countable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 



and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacri-
fice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins pre-
viously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is right-
eous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
The Holy Gospel, according to John, the 8th Chapter. 
Gospel: John 8:31-36  
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. 
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We 
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made 
free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone 
who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have 
a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  517 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 
 curb those who by deceit or sword 
 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
 and bring to naught all he has done. 
 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 
 for you are Lord of lords alone; 
 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 
 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
 send peace and unity on earth; 
 support us in our final strife 
 and lead us out of death to life. 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-
1878, alt. 

 



 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 Living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer 
for all of God’s creation.     (A brief silence.)  
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows 
from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for 
all people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and 
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the 
will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulner-
able. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at 
local polling places. Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that 
communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit. Strengthen hospitals, 
clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces 
of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and 
learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, sem-



inaries, and universities. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who 
dwell in your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to challenge 
unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE share God’s peace 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 144 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG p 146 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  812 

ELW 471 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
BLESSING 

People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

Faith of Our Fathers 
 
1 Faith of our fathers, living still 
 in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
 Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
 whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
 
Refrain 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
 we will be true to thee till death. 
 

2 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, 
 were still in heart and conscience free; 
 and blest would be their children's fate 
 if they, like them, should die for thee.  Re-

frain 
 
3 Faith of our fathers! We will love 
 both friend and foe in all our strife; 
 proclaim thee too, as love knows how, 
 by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 



bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  729, vs. 1 & 5 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Church of Christ, in Every Age 
 
1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
 must claim and test its heritage 
 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
 
 

5 We have no mission but to serve 
 in full obedience to our Lord; 
 to care for all, without reserve, 
 and spread his liberating word. 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights re-
served. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Nancy Brown, 

Barbara Strampe, 

Nancy Bryer, 

Ann Gardner,  

Hollie Ham, 

George McElroy, 

Nan Wolfe, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Janet Schmidt,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

G.G., friend of Pam, 

Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz, 

Family of Darrell Strampe, 

Family of Nancy Bryer, 

Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and Sheryl 

Alderson, 

Family of Ron Gardner, 

Bishop Candea, 

Soren, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg, 

Family of Sam Ham, 

The Mance family, friends of the Hacklers, 

Rich Pettibon & family, Son-in-law of the Griffitts, 

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz, 

Jane Clark,  Daughter of the Andersons, 

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer, 

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson, 

Family of Paul Heath, cousin of Don Anderson, 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons, 

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer , 

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer , 

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,  

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,  

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-

art, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


