St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, September 5, 2021
15th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his
first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her
faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was
he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she
took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows
no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as
a child and heir.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
Noisy offering chosen by Parish Ed: MLM sack lunch program & new mulch for the playground




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F* one God,

whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in * Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 858,vs.1&4
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King 4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me

of creation! adore him!

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health All that has life and breath, come now with
and salvation! praises before him!

Let all who hear now to his temple draw Let the amen sound from his people again.
near, Gladly forever adore him!

joining in glad adoration!
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.




Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg. 138
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and
Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s
vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon
to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give
drink to the returning exiles.

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"’the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.



Psalm: 146
| will praise the LORD as long as | live. (Ps. 146:2)
"Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
1 will praise the LORD as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
*Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
"Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
*who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
‘who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
“The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed
down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
“The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wick
ed.
'"“The LoRbD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, es-
pecially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip
service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of com-
passion and mercy for those in need.

"My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? “For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in,
“and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat
here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my
feet,” “have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges



with evil thoughts? "Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? °But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?

*You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” “But if you show partiality, you commit sin
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. "“For whoever keeps the whole law
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. ['For the one who said,
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do
not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the
law. '“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.
“For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
triumphs over judgment.]

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not
have works? Can faith save you? "If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, '°and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,”
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? *’So faith
by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 7th Chapter.

Gospel: Mark 7:24-37

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’
ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning
of his mission to the Gentiles.

““[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not ]
escape not'ice,25but a woman whose little daughter had
an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she
came and bowed down at his feet. “’°Now the woman
was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him
to cast the demon out of her daughter. ’He said to her,
“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” “*But she an-




swered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” “Then
he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.”
*°So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
*'Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. *“They brought to him a deaf
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand
on him. *’He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers
into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. *“Then looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” *>’And immediately his
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. “°Then Jesus or-
dered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously
they proclaimed it. *’They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 612,vs.1& 2

Healer of Our Every Ill
2 Inthe pain and joy beholding
Refrain how your grace is still unfolding,
Healer of our ev'ry ill, give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,

and hope beyond our sorrow. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago,

IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.
1 You who know our fears and sadness, Used by permission.
gra?c_e us with your pe_ace and gladness' . Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain icense from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. (A brief silence.)

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide
all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love
through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all
who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all
people to show care for the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and gov-
ernments to work with one another for the good of our common world.
(Especially as we celebrate Labor/Labour Day,) unite us in seeking the health, safe-
ty, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or perse-
cution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through uncertain and
unstable times. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and
ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious
presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE share God’s peace

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 144
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG p 112




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 592

Just As | Am, without One Plea

1 Justas|am, without one plea,
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

2 Just as | am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Text:

Just as | am, thou wilt receive,

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise | believe,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come,

Just as | am; thy love unknown
has broken ev'ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871

ELW 460

Now the Silence

Now the silence

Now the peace

Now the empty hands uplifted
Now the kneeling

Now the plea

Now the Father's arms in welcome

Now the hearing

Now the pow'r

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring
Now the body

Now the blood

Now the joyful celebration

Now the wedding

Now the songs

Now the heart forgiven leaping
Now the Spirit's visitation

Now the Son's epiphany

Now the Father's blessing

Now

Now

Now

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights re-

served. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



BLESSING

People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, -+ one God,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 545,vs. 1 & 2

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 2

1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.

Text:
3, alt.

Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful

to your truth may we be found.

attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Darrell Strampe,
Clarence Linsey,
George McElroy,
Nan Wolfe,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,

Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Jane Clark, Daughter of the Andersons,
Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson,
Family of Paul Heath, cousin of Don Anderson,
Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,

Shirley, friend of the Weegs,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer ,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,

Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-
art,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




