St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, July 25, 2021
9th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with
five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like
it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the
power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the
world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
Noisy offering chosen by Parish Ed: MLM sack lunch program & new mulch for the playground

The flowers today are in honor of Don & Janet Anderson’s 59th Anniversary. Happy Anniversary!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F* one God,

the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 689, vs. 1 & 2

Praise and Thanksgiving
2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would that with our neighbor we may be fed.
offer Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
for all things living, you have made good: harvesting, milling for daily bread.
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the or-
chard, Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
hay from the mown ﬁE'dS, blossom and Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

WOOd- Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license

from copyright administrator.

KYRIE Pg. 98
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be
the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of
Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd.
Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides
enough and even more to satisfy the need.

“’A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,]
the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha
said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” “’But his servant said, “How can |
set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let
them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.”” “*He set it
before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 145:10-18
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16)



Al your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
""They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
"that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout
all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
“The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
“The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
"°You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
""You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
"®You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all hu-
man knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously
strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

“For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, ">from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. *°I pray that, according to the riches of his
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, "’and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you
are being rooted and grounded in love. °I pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, “and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abun-
dantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, “'to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

The Holy Gospel, according to John, the 6th Chapter.

Gospel: John 6:1-21

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the
true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot
be brought under human control.

'Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.
’A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing
for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples.
“Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. "When he looked up and
saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy
bread for these people to eat?” °He said this to test him, for he himself knew what
he was going to do. 'Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little.” *One of his disciples, Andrew, Si-
mon Peter’s brother, said to him, *“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves
and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” '“Jesus said, “Make the
people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat
down, about five thousand in all. "'Then Jesus
took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,
he distributed them to those who were seated;
so also the fish, as much as they wanted. "“When
they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may
be lost.” “So they gathered them up, and from
the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.
“When the people saw the sign that he had
done, they began to say, “This is indeed the
prophet who is to come into the world.”

"When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to
make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

"®When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, ‘'got into a boat,
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet



come to them. “The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.
"“When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the
sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. “’But he said to them, “It is
I: do not be afraid.” *'Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediate-
ly the boat reached the land toward which they were going.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 729,vs. 1 &2

The Church of Christ, in Every Age 2 Across the world, across the street,
the victims of injustice cry
1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age for shelter and for bread to eat,
beset by change, but Spirit-led, and never live before they die.
must claim and test its heritage :z::@F)rig;lriltzSeri’eunk;lilsi?:;(?:n(ipany, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights re-

and keep on rising from the dead. served. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations
(especially). Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionar-
ies who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all
people may know your loving works. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid
of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the
nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption
and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them
with a vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hun-
ger are fed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without
health insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call
to you for healing (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those
in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, as-
sure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their
days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with
(the apostle James, name/s, and) all the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE share God’s peace

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 108
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG p 112
COMMUNION HYMN ELW 838, vs. 1 & 2

Beautiful Savior
2 Fair are the meadows,

1

Beautiful Savior,

King of creation,

Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love thee,

truly I'd serve thee,

light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

fair are the woodlands,

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,

Jesus is purer,

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

Text: Gesangbuch, Minster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.



As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.

BLESSING

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

-+ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 547

Sent Forth by God's Blessing 2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our true faith confessing, our faith ever sharing,
the people of God from this dwelling take in love ever caring,
leave. embracing God's children, the whole human
The supper is ended. race.
Oh, now be extended With your feast you feed us,
the fruits of this service in all who believe. with your light now lead us;
The seed of Christ's teaching, unite us as one in this life that we share.
receptive souls reaching, Then may all the living
shall blossom in action for God and for all. with praise and thanksgiving
Your grace shall incite us, give honor to Christ and his name that we
your love shall unite us bear.
to work for your kingdom and answer your .. ... westendorf, 1916-187, at
Ca”. Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park,

IL 60131. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Beth Easterberg,
Joni Benz,

George McElroy,
Nan Wolfe,

Jim Weeg,

Sheri Campbell,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Kathy Hinkle,

Shane Paulson,

Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson,
Family of Paul Heath, cousin of Don Anderson,
Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,

Shirley, friend of the Weegs,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer ,

Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-
art,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thomp-
son,




