
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 

Seventh Sunday of Easter  

INTRODUCTION 

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus 
prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always 
includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. 
This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual 
abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the 
Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS May noisy offering chosen by 6th grade class: Children’s Mercy 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  843, vs 1 & 2 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your be-
loved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  
In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process 
whereby one of the members of the community of believers is chosen to be the 
twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd num-
bered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had 
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us 
and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accom-
panied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22be-
ginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—
one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they pro-
posed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 
 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

 with a strong yet gentle word; 
 praise the One who drove out demons 
 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
 Praise the One who brings cool water 
 to the desert's burning sand; 
 from this well comes living water 
 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights re-
served. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
copyright administrator. 



apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they 
cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  

 

Psalm: Psalm 1 
The Lord knows the way of the righteous. (Ps. 1:6) 
 
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13  
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes 
in the Son of God believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal 
life. 
 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son 
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have 
made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning 
his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 
 



  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 
The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  

 
 
Gospel: John 17:6-19  
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his 
prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 
 
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name 
known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8for the words that 
you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have be-
lieved that you sent me. 9I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 
the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 
we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one des-
tined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to 
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 
complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to pro-
tect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you 



have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
BLESSING OF THE GRADUATES 
In the gathering rite or following the hymn of the day, the presiding minister ad-
dresses the assembly. 
We are delighted to recognize high school graduates of name of congregation to-
day. It is our privilege to affirm these members of our congregation who have 
completed one phase of their lives and move with great expectations to another.  
 
The presiding minister addresses the graduates.  
Graduates, please stand as your names are read.  
 
An assisting minister reads the graduates' names.  
 
The presiding minister addresses the graduates.  
Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare 
to begin new endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in 
faith, and of your vocation to serve God in all your life's 
work and accomplishments. 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks 
especially for the milestones that name/s have attained. As they begin new phas-
es of their lives, may they also know your love and experience your peace in all 
the experiences they encounter. Bless also the parents of these students, who 
have raised their children and nourished them in the Christian faith. Give them 
strength in your continuing presence and give them many joyful reunions with 
their sons and daughters, who may be leaving home soon to begin new and varied 
ventures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The service continues with gathering song or the prayer s of intercession.  



At the sending, before the blessing, graduates and their parents may gather with 
the ministers at the font. Parents may place a hand on the shoulders of their chil-
dren. The assembly may be invited to extend a hand in blessing as the presiding 
minister prays for God's blessing in these or similar words.  
Go out into the world in peace; 
be of good courage; 
hold to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the faint-hearted; 
support the weak; 
help the suffering; 
honor all people; 
love and serve our God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The service concludes with the blessing and the dismissal. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20775. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  655, vs 1 & 2 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

Son of God, Eternal Savior 
 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race, 
 you our head, who, throned in glory, 
 for your own will ever plead: 
 fill us with your love and pity, 
 heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 
 so may we for others live. 
 Freely have your gifts been granted; 
 freely may your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
 yours the wealth of land and sea; 
 we but stewards of your bounty 
 held in solemn trust will be. 
 
  
Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 



of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 Living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 



adapted or used as appropriate. 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers be-
fore God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church 
in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving 
people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas 
teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in 
the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near 
streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace 
and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need (especially). Give them tan-
gible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are 
unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the 
witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We 
cherish the memory of your saints (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your nev-
er-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



PEACE share God’s peace 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION  as you exit 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  547 

Sent Forth by God's Blessing 
 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take 

leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

call. 
 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human 
 race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we 
 bear. 
 
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, 
IL 60131. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Nan Wolfe, 

Jim Weeg, 

Sheri Campbell, 

Marge Bott, 

Janis Krievins and family, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Kathy Hinkle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Ron & Ann Gardner,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Susan Roberts,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg, 

Mike, Susan and Theresa , friends of St. Mark's, 

Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg, 

Shirley, friend of the Weegs, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons, 

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz, 

Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer , 

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer , 

Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,  

Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg, 

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,  

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

 Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,  

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-

art, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thomp-
son, 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


