St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, April 4, 2021
Easter Sunday
INTRODUCTION
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and
confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather:
to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and
resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to
share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!
EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

April noisy offering: MLM sack lunch ministry

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 365, vs. 1 & 2
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!

unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.;
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make
us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from
Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection,
so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.
34
Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it. (Ps. 118:24)
1
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
2
Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
14
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the Lord is exalted!
The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!”
17
I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.
18
The Lord indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
19
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.
20
“This is the gate of the Lord;
here the righteous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23
By the Lord has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his fol-

lowers, so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this
faith.
1

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through
which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
3
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
8
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not
been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to believe.
Gospel: John 20:1-18
This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is
empty. Disciples arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith
in the risen Lord.
1

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where
they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to

look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings
lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he
had said these things to her.
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 382, vs. 1 & 2
Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!
1 Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Risen our victorious head!
Sing his praises! Alleluia!
Christ is risen from the dead!
Gratefully our hearts adore him
as his light once more appears;
bowing down in joy before him,
rising up from griefs and tears.
Refrain
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!
Christ is risen from the dead!
2 Christ is risen! All the sadness
of our Lenten fast is o'er;
through the open gates of gladness
he returns to life once more;
death and hell before him bending
see him rise, the victor now,
angels on his steps attending,
glory round his wounded brow. Refrain

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
And glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the
power of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news
wherever death holds sway. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your
life. Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace.
Cultivate our care for what you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with
your peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those
who are afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying,
and those who grieve (especially). Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are
called your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at
work, and in our community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust,
that we join with (Benedict the African and) all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never
-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION as you exit
LORD’S PRAYER
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 449
We Know That Christ Is Raised
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no
more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful
hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!
2 We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!
3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with
life.

The Spirit's fission shakes the church of
God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in
One.
Hallelujah!
4 A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and
blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Text © John B. Geyer
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.
Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.
St. Mark’s members:
Sheri Campbell,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Marge Bott,
Janis Krievins and family,
Pete and Linda Cagle,
Kathy Hinkle,
Shane Paulson,
Jeanette Cain,
Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:
Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,
Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,
Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,
Mike, Susan and Theresa , friends of St. Mark's,
Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,
Betty McCann, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck
Shirley, friend of the Weegs,
Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,
Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,
Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,
Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,
Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,
Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer ,
Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,
Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,
Catherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,
Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,
Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,
Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
sister-in-law,
Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,
Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,
Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,
All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thompson,

