St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter
INTRODUCTION
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It
is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual
knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it
means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth
with any sibling in need.
EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

April noisy offering: MLM sack lunch ministry

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 836, vs. 1 & 2
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make
us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming
the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with
the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.
5
The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the highpriestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are
asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.
11
This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”
The Word of The Lord.
Thanks Be to God.
12

Psalm: Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
1
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the
very love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through
our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.
16

We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought
to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone
who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses
help?
18
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.
19
And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts
before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we
have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
The Word of The Lord.
Thanks Be to God.
Gospel: John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to
overcome death for them.
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not
the shepherd and does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away—and the
wolf snatches them and scatters them.
13
The hired hand runs away because a
hired hand does not care for the sheep.
14
I am the good shepherd. I know my
own and my own know me, 15just as
the Father knows me and I know the
Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring them
also, and they will listen to my voice. So
there will be one flock, one shepherd.
17
For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to
take it up again. 18No one takes it from
me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received
this command from my Father.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 502, vs. 1 & 2
The King of Love My Shepherd Is
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
And glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us
to your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we
bear witness to your expansive love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the
hearts of all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us
with your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help
us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities (specific concerns may be named), fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear

us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of
resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you (especially
the evangelist Mark). Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never
-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

share God’s peace

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
COMMUNION as you exit

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 789, vs. 1 & 2
Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.
Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.
St. Mark’s members:
Nan Wolfe,
Jim Weeg,
Sheri Campbell,
Marge Bott,
Janis Krievins and family,
Pete and Linda Cagle,
Kathy Hinkle,
Shane Paulson,
Jeanette Cain,
Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young
Family & friends:
Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,
Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,
Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,
Mike, Susan and Theresa , friends of St. Mark's,
Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,
Shirley, friend of the Weegs,
Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,
Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,
Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,
Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,
Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,
Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer ,
Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,
Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,
Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,
Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,
Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,
Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
sister-in-law,
Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,
Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,
Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,
All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thompson,

