St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 28, 2021
Palm Sunday

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides
into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the
cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his
complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we la-
ment Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in
the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with
all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonish-
ing work.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 344,vs. 1 & 2

All Glory, Laud, and Honor now in the Lord's name coming,
our King and Blessed One. Refrain

Refrain

All glory, laud, and honor 2 The company of angels

to you, redeemer, king, are praising you on high;

to whom the lips of children creation and all mortals

made sweet hosannas ring. in chorus make reply. Refrain
1 You are the king of Israel Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

and David's royal Son,

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrec-
tion, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians asso-
ciated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but
trusts in God’s steadfast love.
“The Lord Gob has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
"The Lord Gop has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
°| gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face



from insult and spitting.

"The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced,;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
Into your hands, O LORD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

“Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
'"°For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
"I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my
acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
"’Like the dead | am forgotten, out of mind;
| am as useless as a broken pot.
“For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
"“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.
"My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
'°Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”



Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the
point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory
but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s death.

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
°who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

“Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
“so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"'and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel: Mark 11:1-10
Jesus enters Jerusalem.

"When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples ’and said to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. ’If anyone says to you, ‘Why
are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here im-



mediately.”” “They went away and found a

colt tied near a door, outside in the street.
As they were untying it, “some of the by-
standers said to them, “What are you do-
ing, untying the colt?” °They told them
what Jesus had said; and they allowed
them to take it. 'Then they brought the
colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it;
and he sat on it. “Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy
branches that they had cut in the fields.
“Then those who went ahead and those
who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
'“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 338,vs.1& 3

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
3 | take, O cross, your shadow

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus for my abiding place;
| long to take my stand; | ask no other sunshine than
the shadow of a mighty rock the sunshine of his face;
within a weary land, content to let the world go by,
a home within a wilderness, to know no gain nor loss,
a rest upon the way, my sinful self my only shame,
from the burning of the noontide heat my glory all, the cross.

and bU rdens Of the day Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869



APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Re-
deem your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will.
Heal us and empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection:
restore lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas
affected by climate change (especially), grant relief from natural disasters
(especially), and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the



powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain
soldiers, and guide those who command them, that they serve those in greatest
need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are con-
demned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen
those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially); grant res-
pite and renewal. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and fu-
neral directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who
plan and lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the
faith you have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to
trust the promises of baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the
dead. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 347,vs. 1 & 2

Go to Dark Gethsemane
2 Follow to the judgment hall,

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, view the Lord of life arraigned,;
all who feel the tempter's pow'r; oh, the wormwood and the gall!
your Redeemer's conflict see. Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Watch with him one bitter hour; Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;
turn not from his griefs away; learn from him to bear the cross.

learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854



BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you * that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION -as you exit




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Marge Bott,

Janis Krievins and family,
Pete and Linda Cagle,
Kathy Hinkle,

Shane Paulson,
Jeanette Cain,

Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,

Susan Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Mike, Susan and Theresa , friends of St. Mark's,
Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,

Betty McCann, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck
John Wagner, Brother of Paula Quade,

Cody Simmons, Great Nephew of Paula Quade,
Shirley, friend of the Weegs,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Pastor Christopher Yanker, Brother-in-law of Mary
Mindrup,

Catherine Tietjen, Mary Mindrup’s sister,

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer

Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,

Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,

Catherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-
art,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thomp-
son,




