St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a cove-
nant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this
promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on
the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and
draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing
in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the
world.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 522,vs.1& 2

As We Gather at Your Table 2 Turn our worship into witness

in the sacrament of life;

send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;

may we still behold your image

in the world you died to save.

1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights re-
served. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12
Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Ps. 51:10)

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
“Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
*For | know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
“Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
°Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.



"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;

wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.
“Let me hear joy and gladness;

that the body you have broken may rejoice.
“Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my wickedness.
'“Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.
"Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
"“Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Gospel: John 12:20-33

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here
Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into
the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.

“Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.” “’Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. “’Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. “*Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
“’Those who love their life lose it, and
those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. “°Whoever serves
me must follow me, and where | am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever
serves me, the Father will honor.
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*’“Now my soul is troubled. And what
should | say—‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that | have




come to this hour. “*Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven,
“| have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” “’The crowd standing there heard it
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” *“Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. °'Now is the judg-
ment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. *’And |, when |
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” **He said this to indi-
cate the kind of death he was to die.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 379,vs. 1,2 &4

Now the Green Blade Rises laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un-
seen;
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried love is come again like wheat arising green.
grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has
lain; 4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in
love lives again, that with the dead has pain,
been; your touch can call us back to life again,
love is come again like wheat arising green.  fields of our hearts that dead and bare
have been;
2 Inthe grave they laid him, love by hatred love is come again like wheat arising green.

slain,
. : f . Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
thlnklng that he WOUld never Wake agaln’ Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights re-
served
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

God of grace and glory, we praise you for your servant Erica Bryer who makes the
good news known in Japan. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds of the gos-
pel, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of your love, and be
drawn to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

A brief silence.

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your
church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people cour-
age to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of
repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your
presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that
prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world
to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them
creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know
your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing
of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in disci-
pleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning
ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have
given us words to worship you (especially Thomas Cranmer). With all those who
have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION
LORD’S PRAYER

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 659,vs.1,2 &3

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant

3 1 will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
| will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

1 Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.
Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953
H H H Text © 1977 Scripture In Song (c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music) /ASCAP, c/o Integ-
2 We are pllgrlms ona Journey' rity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
we are trav'lers on the road;
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
we are here to help each other copyright administrator.
walk the mile and bear the load.



BLESSING

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you * that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Marge Bott,

Janis Krievins and family,
Pete and Linda Cagle,
Kathy Hinkle,

Shane Paulson,
Jeanette Cain,

Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,

Susan Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Mike, Susan and Theresa , friends of St. Mark's,
Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,

Betty McCann, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck
John Wagner, Brother of Paula Quade,

Cody Simmons, Great Nephew of Paula Quade,
Shirley, friend of the Weegs,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Pastor Christopher Yanker, Brother-in-law of Mary
Mindrup,

Catherine Tietjen, Mary Mindrup’s sister,

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer

Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,

Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Ken Liesche, Brother of 'Sam' Ham,

Don Ham, Brother of Hollie Ham,

Kelly Franks, Daughter of Hollie and 'Sam' Ham,
Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,

Catherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,
“Ouir little friend”,

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-
art,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thomp-
son,

Zack Moran-Prichard, grandson of Hollie and Sam
Ham




