St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent
INTRODUCTION
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is
the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live.
In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so
that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross
in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 779, vs. 1 & 2
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world
and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all
our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
You deliver your people from their distress. (Ps. 107:19)
1

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
2
Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
3
gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
17
Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.
18
They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.
19
Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord
and you delivered them from their distress.
20
You sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
21
Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.

22

Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

Gospel: John 3:14-21
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to
the scripture passage quoted in Numbers 21: 1-9. Just as those who looked upon
the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ
lifted up on the cross.
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.
18
Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God.
19
And this is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that
their deeds have been done in God.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 759, vs. 1 & 4
My Faith Looks Up to Thee
1 My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!

4 When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;
blest Savior, then, in love
fear and distrust remove;
oh, bear me safe above,
a ransomed soul!
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
God of grace and glory, we praise you for your servant Erica Bryer who makes the
good news known in Japan. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds of the
gospel, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of your love, and be
drawn to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.
A brief silence.
You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry (specific mission
partners may be named), our ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in
Global Mission. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds
hungry creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times
of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought (especially). Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause
violence. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace,
that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter (especially). Give us patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise
you for all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of
your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION
LORD’S PRAYER
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 803, vs. 1,2 & 4
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
1 When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss
and pour contempt on all my pride.

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
save in the death of Christ, my God;
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.
Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.
St. Mark’s members:
Marge Bott,
Janis Krievins and family,
Pete and Linda Cagle,
Kathy Hinkle,
Shane Paulson,
Jeanette Cain,
Ron & Ann Gardner,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young
Family & friends:
Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,
Corey, Son of Jim & Mary Weeg,
Mike, Susan and Theresa , friends of St. Mark's,
Marilyn, Sister-in-law of Mary Weeg,
Betty McCann, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck
John Wagner, Brother of Paula Quade,
Cody Simmons, Great Nephew of Paula Quade,
Shirley, friend of the Weegs,
Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,
Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,
Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,
Pastor Christopher Yanker, Brother-in-law of Mary
Mindrup,
Catherine Tietjen, Mary Mindrup’s sister,
Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,
Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
Family of Olathe Mayor, Mike Copeland,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,
Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer ,
Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,
Ken Liesche, Brother of 'Sam' Ham,
Don Ham, Brother of Hollie Ham,
Kelly Franks, Daughter of Hollie and 'Sam' Ham,
Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,
Catherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,
Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,
“Our little friend”,
Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,
Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
sister-in-law,
Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,
Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,
Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,
All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thompson,
Zack Moran-Prichard, grandson of Hollie and Sam
Ham

