St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 3, 2021
Second Sunday of Christmas

ACT

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word ex-
isted with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas
is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gath-
ered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the
wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and
truth.

WELCOME/ ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 289

Angels We Have Heard on High 2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
1 Angels we have heard on high, What the gladsome tidings be
sweetly singing o'er the plains, which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains. 3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
Refrain come, adore on bended knee
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

gloria in excelsis Deo.
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12)
12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
“who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
"God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
"“God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
°God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
""God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
“*The LoRD sends forth the word and melts them:
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
“God declares the word to Jacob,



statutes and judgments to Israel.
““The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God'’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the
world.

['In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. “He was in the beginning with God. “All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. “The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a wit-
ness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. “He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. “The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.]

"”"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ''He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, “who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“'And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. “(John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.””) °From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 'The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. "°No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 292,v,1& 2

Love Has Come 2 Loveis born! Come, share in the wonder.

Love is God now asleep in the hay.

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. what is the name her heart is saying?
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;
hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000
Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;



he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God of grace and glory, we praise you for your servant Erica Bryer who makes the
good news known in Japan. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds of the gos-
pel, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of your love, and be
drawn to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the
earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, divi-
sion, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the
praise of your glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold
the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands,
forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony
with the world around us. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve
in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and com-
munities. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of
others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, exclud-
ed, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible iliness. Sustain
the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sick-
ness (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconcilia-
tion to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to
speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one an-
other. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith
(especially). With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of
time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all
our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 290,v. 1 & 3

Go Tell It on the Mountain behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
Refrain 3 Downin alonely manger
Go tell it on the mountain, the humble Christ was born;
over the hills and ev'rywhere; and God sent us salvation
go tell it on the mountain that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

that Jesus Christ is born!

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925,
stanzas, alt.

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,



BLESSING

Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,

proclaimed joy through the angels,

sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day 2 through the Word made flesh.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.




