St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 6, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so
that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives
the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to
repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah
calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See,
your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with
our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

WELCOME/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADVENT WREATH BLESSING Gina and Tavis Moyer
Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles.

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise the bring forth a shoot from the
sump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and
crushed the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people.

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform
our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one
another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Je-
sus Christ, the hope of all nations.

O people of hope, come,

let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord.
Amen.




ADVENT HYMN ELW 257, vs. 1 & 2

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 2 O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, in strength and beauty come and
and ransom captive Israel, stay;
that mourns in lonely exile here teach us your will and guide our way.
until the Son of God appear. Refrain
Refraln Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. composite
.. .. Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
Sha” come to you, 0] |Srae|. copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13)

"You have been gracious to your land, O LORD;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
“You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
*I will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts
to you.
“Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
'“Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
"'Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
"The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,



and our land will yield its increase.
“Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice
of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.

"The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
’As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah,
“See, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
“the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””
“John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. "And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the peo-
ple of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. °Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He pro-
claimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not wor-
thy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. °l have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

CHILDRENS SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 242,VS.1&4

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,
though dark the winter and cheerless,

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, the rising sun shall crown you with light,
for angels herald its dawning. be strong and loving and fearless.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, Love be our song and love our prayer
behold! the Child of our longing. and love our endless story;
Come as a baby weak and poor, may God fill ev'ry day we share
to bring all hearts together, and bring us at last into glory.

: 1 Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
he opens wide the heav nIy door Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

and IiveS now inside us forever. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God of grace and glory, we praise you for your servant Erica Bryer who makes the
good news known in Japan. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds of the
gospel, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of your love, and be
drawn to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A brief silence.

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain
and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and
enact your mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the
face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of en-
vironmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can de-
clare your praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrim-
ination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray espe-
cially for . .. (current local, national, or international issues of peace or justice may
be named). Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and
righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the dispari-
ties between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectu-
al disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to
all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve,
be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with
depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wil-
derness and taught us to continue their faithful work (especially Nicholas of Myra).
Make their generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 249,vs. 1 &5

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry whom with the Father we adore,
announces that the Lord is nigh; and Holy Spirit, evermore.

awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

BLESSING

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

-+ now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of
the Lord.

Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Shane Paulson,
Pete Cagle,
Jeanette Cain,

Ron & Ann Gardner,
Darrell Strampe,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Jerry Kay Lage,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Nell, Sister of Joyce Johnson,

A.E. Krievins, Father of Janis Krievins,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rick Thornton, family of the Andersons,

AJ, Son-in-law of the Andersons,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg,
McKenna, Granddaughter of the Johnsons,
Family of Olathe Mayor, Mike Copeland,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer

Neil Wray, Son of Lynn and Tom,

Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,

Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Ken Liesche, Brother of 'Sam' Ham,

Don Ham, Brother of Hollie Ham,

Kelly Franks, Daughter of Hollie and 'Sam' Ham,
Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,

Sammy Schreiman, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Catherine Dial, relative of Anne Gardner,
Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,

“Our little friend”,

Catherine Tietjen, Mary Mindrup’s sister ,

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bob Hinkle, Kathy Hinkle's dad,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart
Stewart,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thomp-
son,

Zack Moran-Prichard, grandson of Hollie and
Sam Ham




