
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The an-
gel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed 
by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able 
still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is exe-
cuted still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news 
of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
 
WELCOME/ ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADVENT WREATH BLESSING              
Use this blessing when lighting all four candles.    Gina & Tavis Moyer 

 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who 

brought your presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save 

us from our sin.  

 

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the 

word spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 

 

O house of David, come, 

let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel,  

comes to be with us. Amen. 

 
 



ADVENT HYMN ELW 257, vs. 1-4 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear 
your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55  
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52) 
 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation.  
 51You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Re-

frain 

 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 

 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 

 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Re-

frain 
 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license 
from copyright administrator. 



  52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 
 55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever.  
  

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38  
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordi-
nary people from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a 
palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a 
special emphasis in this gospel. 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Jo-
seph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 



CHILDRENS SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 574 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

Here I Am, Lord 
 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 

 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 
97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license 
from copyright administrator. 



the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 
God of grace and glory, we praise you for your servant Erica Bryer who makes the 
good news known in Japan. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds of the gos-
pel, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of your love, and be 
drawn to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
A brief silence. 
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our 
neighbors of other denominations and faiths (Nearby churches, mosques, temples, 
and synagogues may be named). Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate under-
standing among us and strengthen us in love and service to our community. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless 
and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. 
Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the 
leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all peo-
ple entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away 
empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the 
work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to 



provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in 
need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence (especially). 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give 
thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who or-
ganized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We 
give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire oth-
ers with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  267, vs. 1 & 2 

Joy to the World  
 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 



BLESSING 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 

St. Mark’s members: 

The Westbrook family, 

The Tuley family, 

Shane Paulson, 

Pete Cagle,  

Jeanette Cain,  

Ron & Ann Gardner,  

Darrell Strampe,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Susan Roberts,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Evie Whitehill, friend of the Andersons, 

Nell, Sister of Joyce Johnson, 

A.E. Krievins, Father of Janis Krievins, 

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

AJ, Son-in-law of the Andersons, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz, 

Steve Nelson, cousin of Louise Easterberg, 

McKenna, Granddaughter of the Johnsons, 

Family of Olathe Mayor, Mike Copeland, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer , 

Caroline, aunt of Nancy Bryer , 

Neil Wray, Son of Lynn and Tom, 

Brian Lynn, cousin of Amy Hackler,  

Jeff Needham, friend of St. Mark’s,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Shirley, neighbor of Mary Weeg, 

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Ken Liesche, Brother of 'Sam' Ham,  

Don Ham, Brother of Hollie Ham,  

Kelly Franks, Daughter of Hollie and 'Sam' Ham, 

Aeris, Great Niece of Tom Bryer,  

Sammy Schreiman, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Catherine Dial, relative of Anne Gardner,  

Karen Bannister, friend of Jane Scherrer,  

“Our little friend”, 

Catherine Tietjen, Mary Mindrup’s sister ,  

Rob Bouler, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

 Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,  

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bob Hinkle, Kathy Hinkle’s dad,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart 

Stewart, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan Thomp-
son, 
Zack Moran-Prichard, grandson of Hollie and 
Sam Ham 


