Tuesday, December 24, 2020
Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve
Evening Service
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Olathe, Kansas

GATHERING
INTRODUCTION
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised
king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus
Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including
lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole
world.

PRELUDE

What Child Is This

Kathy Hinkle & Tom Watgen

WELCOME
CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION
Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth
and then formed man and woman in his own image;
long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant;
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah;
thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom;
eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges;
one thousand years from the anointing of David as king,
in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the prophets;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome;
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;
while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace,
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming,
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother—
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may
walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of
promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the
people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

SECOND READING

6

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Luke 2: 1-7

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s
blessing of peace.
1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus
that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered.4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

PASTOR KRIS DIETZEN

THIRD READING
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,

Luke 2:8-20
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HYMN
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pi
late;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
After each petition.
... Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

MEAL
PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Generous God,
you have given us life, this community,
and these gifts of the earth
that become the meal of your grace.
Move in our hearts,
that we might use your gifts
to bring hope and blessing wherever we go,
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray ...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Love has come: God’s love for all people.
Come and eat, for Christ invites you.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All who seek the Crucified and Risen Christ in bread and cup are welcome to dine at this table. We will commune at the
altar rail. Wine is in the chalice or you may choose an individual cup of wine or grape juice from the tray. Those who do
not commune will receive a word of blessing.

COMMUNION SONG
“Lamb of God”

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Emmanuel, God with us,
you grace us with life and breath
and give us bread for the journey.
Send us out in service to this world that you love,
telling the amazing news of your coming
to be Savior and Lord of all.
Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING
Pastor Kris will light her candle from the Christ candle. Please light a candle at home.

FOURTH READING
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning
with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came

John 1:1-14
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HYMN
”Silent Night”
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
BLESSING
Grace from God’s own heart,
peace from the ☩ Child in the manger,
and strength from the Spirit of life
be blessings for you today and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
Christ is born!
Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere.
Thanks be to God.
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ST. MARK’S WORSHIP TEAM
Don Anderson
Steve Benz
Pastor Kris Dietzen
Chris McMullin
Tom Watgen

SPECIAL MUSIC BY
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Tom Watgen

