Thanksgiving Worship Service
Sunday, November 22, 2020
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Together With the People of St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church

INTRODUCTION
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: “You crown
the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.” We are grateful for the abundance of the good things of God’s creation. Paul reminds us that
our thanksgiving overflows into generosity. As the body of Christ in the world, we
give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.
WELCOME/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 693
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
1 Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.
2 All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.

3 For the Lord our God shall come
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day
all offenses purge away;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his garner evermore.
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By
the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
Psalm: Psalm 65
You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with
plenty. (Ps. 65:11)
1

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
2
To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
3
Our sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
4
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your

temple.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salva
tion,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
6
You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
7
You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
8
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble
at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
9
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it
very plenteous; the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
10
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its in
crease.
11
You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
12
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
13
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.
5

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19
A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted the kindness shown to him but takes time to thank Jesus and to glorify God.
11

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria
and Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their
distance, 13they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he
saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they
went, they were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself at
Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were

not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18Was none of them
found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to
him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
CHILDRENS SERMON Father Tom Baker
SERMON Father Tom Baker
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 886
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

2 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears
and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner's ears,
brings life and health and peace.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice,
new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.
5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!
6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav'n.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
And glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God of grace and glory, we praise you for your servant Erica Bryer who makes the
good news known in Japan. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds of the gospel, so that the world may know the immeasurable riches of your love, and be
drawn to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
Gracious God, you send from your abundance the people, talents, and resources
needed for all the ministries of your church. We give thanks for the work you have
accomplished through your people, and we pray for your continued blessings in
our ministry together (specific ministries could be named). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bountiful God, you feed us through the richness of the land, water, sunlight, and
ample crops. Bless all those who cultivate the land to bring forth its bounty, especially farmers and migrant workers. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful God, you order our lives by your providence. We give you thanks for
laws, infrastructure, and leadership that structure and support our human endeavors. Align our purposes with your own, that all our undertakings might bring
you glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving God, you open our hearts in compassion for one another. We give you
thanks for the care and healing received through the hands and feet of your servants. Send us to love those most in need of your mercy (especially). Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Hospitable God, you connect and strengthen us through meals and conversation
with family and friends. In this time of thanksgiving, steer us from passive receiving to active response, from old quarrels to reconciliation, and from overconsumption to true gratitude. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal God, we give thanks for the love and care we have received from saints
who have gone before us. By their example, enrich the generosity of our witness
to others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
COMMUNION
LORD’S PRAYER

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 839
Now Thank We All Our God
1 Now thank we all our God
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,
has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
2 Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,

BLESSING
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the
Lord.
Thanks be to God.

and keep us all in grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.
3 All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest,
who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
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