
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, October 4, 2026

19th Sunday after Pentecost

INTRODUCTION
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also 
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the 
forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with 
wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his 
resurrection.
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The October Noisy Offering collection will go to the Starfish Project food pantry, chosen by our 3 yr. old—2nd 
grade class.

The flowers today are:

• a gift for Pastor Kris, in honor of Pastor Appreciation Month.
• from the Mensch’s, in celebration of Christie’s birthday. Happy Birthday, Christie!

Upcoming Commemorations
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He 
formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching 
"using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation.

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864
Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Lutherans. He was 
influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The motherhouse he founded in 
Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world to take up this ministry.



Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.
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Greeting page 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg. 203

CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 204

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Beloved God, 
from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to 
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHOIR “It is Good to Sing Your Praises” arr. By Cindy Berry; Music – William Moore

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God 
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving 
care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and 
distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

1 When I survey the wondrous cross
 on which the prince of glory died,
 my richest gain I count but loss
 and pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
 save in the death of Christ, my God;
 all the vain things that charm me most,
 I sacrifice them to his blood.

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
 sorrow and love flow mingled down.
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
 or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
 that were a present far too small;
 love so amazing, so divine,
 demands my soul, my life, my all.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748



1 I will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,

judge between me
and my vineyard.

4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?

When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

5 And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.

6 I will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;

I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;

he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;

righteousness
but heard a cry!

The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God. 



Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.

9 You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.

12 Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

14 Turn now, O God of hosts,
look down from heaven;

15 behold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 
power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, 
eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

 7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 
like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.



 12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press 
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do 
not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The Word of The Lord.      Thanks Be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation pg. 205 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 
leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than 
the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of 
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
 parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 
46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
 because they regarded him as a prophet.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father,
and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Son of God, Eternal Savior

1 Son of God, eternal Savior,
 source of life and truth and grace,
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us
 hallows all our human race,
 you our head, who, throned in glory,
 for your own will ever plead:
 fill us with your love and pity,
 heal our wrong, and help our need.

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others,
 so may we for others live.
 Freely have your gifts been granted;
 freely may your servants give.
 Yours the gold and yours the silver,
 yours the wealth of land and sea;
 we but stewards of your bounty
 held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
 King of love and Prince of peace;
 hush the storm of strife and passion,
 bid its cruel discords cease.
 By your patient years of toiling,
 by your silent hours of pain,
 quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
 stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
 source of life and truth and grace,
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us
 hallows all our human race:
 by your praying, by your willing
 that your people should be one,
 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:
 here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932



Prayers of Intercession 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world.
A brief silence.
God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and 
transform your holy church, especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society. Inspire 
us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. 
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation ,especially 
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter 
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and 
refugees. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all 
who are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give 
thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire 
others with your truth. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the 
saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE  p. 206
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,

And also with you.
Let us share God's peace with one another.
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ELW 752



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 207

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 595 

Jesus Loves Me!
 
1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
 for the Bible tells me so;
 little ones to him belong,
 they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain
 Yes, Jesus loves me,
 yes, Jesus loves me,
 yes, Jesus loves me,
 the Bible tells me so.

2 Jesus loves me! he who died
 heaven's gates to open wide;
 he will wash away my sin,
 let his little child come in.  Refrain

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
 close beside me all the way;
 when at last I come to die,
 he will take me home on high.  Refrain

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

SENDING
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are 
sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring 
this sacrament, that through the body and blood for your Son we all may know the 
comfort of your abiding presence. 
Amen. 

O Bread of Life from Heaven

1 O bread of life from heaven,
 O food to pilgrims given,
 O manna from above:
 feed with the blessed sweetness
 of your divine completeness
 the souls that want and need your love.

2 O fount of grace redeeming,
 O river ever streaming
 from Jesus' wounded side:
 come now, your love bestowing
 on thirsting souls, and flowing
 till all are fully satisfied.

3 We love you, Jesus, tender,
 in all your hidden splendor
 within these means of grace. 
 Oh, let the veil be riven,
 and our clear eye in heaven
 behold your glory face to face.

Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 
1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2



BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sent Forth by God's Blessing

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
 our true faith confessing,
 the people of God from this dwelling take 

leave. 
 The supper is ended.
 Oh, now be extended
 the fruits of this service in all who 

believe.
 The seed of Christ's teaching,
 receptive souls reaching,
 shall blossom in action for God and for all.
 Your grace shall incite us,
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer 

your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
 to God ever-living,
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will 

face—
 our faith ever sharing,
 in love ever caring,
 embracing God's children, the whole 

human race.
 With your feast you feed us,
 with your light now lead us;
 unite us as one in this life that we share.
 Then may all the living
 with praise and thanksgiving
 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 
400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved.



DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.



St. Mark’s members:
The people of St. Mark’s,
Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Roger Trester,
Clarence Linsey,
Lucas Niccoli, 
Donna Nichols,
Pete Cagle,
Linda Cagle,
Janet Nichols,
Chuck Vandenberg, 
Janet Schmidt, 

Family & friends:
Billy Howe, friend of Dave & Janie Best,
Mike Rex, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Sherry Anderson, friend of the Lathams,
Rhonda Bernie, cousin of Linda Cagle,
Shane & family, friends of Joe & Debbie Van 
Kempen,
Family of Sally Gieschen, friend of St. Mark’s,
Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer,
Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch, 
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,
Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,
Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas, 
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,
Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,
Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,
Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,
Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski, 
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,
Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle, 
Candy, sister of Tom Bryer, 
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols, 
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart, 
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun, 
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart, 
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother, 
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts, 
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin, 
All People affected by natural disasters 

Those in the Military: 
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen 
Thompson, 
Ryan Hunter Hillis, family friend of Trish Klima

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.
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