
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday, August 16, 2026 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and 
that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel 
is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her 
daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its 
mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and 
meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in 
need. 
 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The August Noisy Offering collection will go to St. Mark’s playground fund. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 886, vs. 1—3 

 
Greeting page 98 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 98 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 101 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of all peoples,  
your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disci-
ples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your 
name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention 
to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite commu-
nity—not race, nationality, or any other category. 
 

 1 Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come 

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 

 to spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of your name. 
 
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 



  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord God, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 

  
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 67  
Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 
 
 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 



 7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so 
that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am 
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God 
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to 
you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedi-
ence so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
Gospel Acclamation pg. 102  
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 15th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 15: 21-28  
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than out-
ward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a 
woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tor-
mented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt be-
fore him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 



the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let 
it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen  

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 612 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

Healer of Our Every Ill 
 
Refrain 
 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 
 light of each tomorrow, 
 give us peace beyond our fear, 
 and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 
1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 
 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 
 
2 In the pain and joy beholding 
 how your grace is still unfolding, 
 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 

 
3 Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
4 You who know each thought and feeling, 
 teach us all your way of healing; 
 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Re-

frain 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. 
Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be 
united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a 
witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up 
wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. 
Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the out-
cast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, 
congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find  
comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any 
kind (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all 
may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community  
together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues 
to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are 
irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  p. 105 
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always, 

    And also with you 

Let us share God's peace with one another. 

  
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ELW 182 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 108 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112 



COMMUNION HYMN ELW  496 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

One Bread, One Body 
 
Refrain 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the 

earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 

 
2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
 
Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939 
Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE 
Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used with per-
mission. 
 



bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 434, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

Jesus Shall Reign 
  
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 does its successive journeys run; 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
 and praises throng to crown his head; 
 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 
 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Clarence Linsey, 

The people of St. Mark’s, 

Lucas Niccoli,  

Mark Schmideskamp, 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends: 

Rhonda Bernie, cousin of Linda Cagle, 

Shane & family, friends of Joe & Debbie Van Kempen, 

Family of Sally Gieschen, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer, 

Nephew of Amanda Sibson, 

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle, 

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member, 

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins, 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,  

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


