St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, June 21, 2026
4th Sunday after Pentecost

A

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels
the pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say.
Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be
afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience
rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new
creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent
from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

Happy Father’s Day!
The June Noisy Offering collection will go to St. Mark’s playground fund.

Upcoming Commemorations

Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931

Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured, enslaved, and taken to Eritrea, he was there freed
by Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into his native Oromo and returned to
preach there.



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F* one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 876

Let the Whole Creation Cry

1 Let the whole creation cry,
"Glory to the Lord on high!"
Heav'n and earth, awake and sing,
"Praise to our almighty king!"
Praise God, angel hosts above,
ever bright and fair in love;
sun and moon, lift up your voice;
night and stars, in God rejoice.

2 Servants striving for the Lord,
prophets burning with the word,
those to whom the arts belong
add their voices to the song.

Pow'rs of knowledge and of law,
to the glorious circle draw;

all who work and all who wait,
sing, "The Lord is good and great!"

Men and women, young and old,
raise the anthem loud and bold,
and let children's happy hearts
in this worship take their parts;
from the north to southern pole
let the mighty chorus roll:

"Holy, Holy, Holy One;

glory be to God alone!"

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.

Greeting page 98

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg.98
CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Teach us, good Lord God,

to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not
to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for
reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt
and persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector
against his enemies and commits his life into God’s hands.



"0 LORD, you have enticed me,
and | was enticed;

you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.

| have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.

® For whenever | speak, | must cry out;
| must shout, “Violence and destruction!”

For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

’If I say, “l will not mention him
or speak any more in his name,”

then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;

| am weary with holding it in,
and | cannot.

'“For I hear many whispering:

“Terror is all around!

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.

“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him
and take our revenge on him.”

"' But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.

>0 LoRD of hosts, you test the righteous;
you see the heart and the mind;

let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you | have committed my cause.



" Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18
Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind. (Ps. 69:16)

"Surely, for your sake | have suffered reproach,
and shame has covered my face.
°I have become a stranger to my own kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
’ Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
'”1 humbled myself with fasting,
but that was turned to my reproach.
[ "I put on sackcloth also,
and became a byword among them.
"“ Those who sit at the gate murmur against me,
and the drunkards make songs about me.
" But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O LORD:
“In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help.
'“ Save me from the mire; do not let me sink;
let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep waters.
" Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me
up;
do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me.
] '°Answer me, O LORD, for your
love is kind;
in your great compassion, turn to me.
" Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for | am in distress.
' Draw near to me and redeem me;
because of my enemies deliver me.



Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and
resurrection. We have been made new in Christ through his death and
resurrection to live freed from sin.

'® Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? ~ By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? ° Do you not know that all of us who
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “ Therefore we were
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.

> For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. ° We know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. ' For whoever has died is freed from sin. ° But if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. ° We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. "“ The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives
to God. "' So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 102
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 10th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition.
However, he assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light.
Life is found in Christ.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] i\ disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above
the master; * it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more
will they malign those of his household!

*°“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncov-



ered and nothing secret that will not become known. °’ What | say to you in the
dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.
’® Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. ° Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. *° And
even the hairs of your head are all counted. ** So do not be afraid; you are of more
value than many sparrows.

- “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, | also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, ** but whoever denies me before oth-
ers, | also will deny before my Father in heaven.

**“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come
to bring peace but a sword.

*>For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

*® and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

7 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and who-
ever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, ** and whoever
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. *° Those who find
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Deacon Dave Mareske
SERMON Deacon Dave Mareske



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 781

Children of the Heavenly Father

1 Children of the heav'nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e'er was given.

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;

unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4 Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-
1958

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America,
admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of
the world.

A brief silence.

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake.
Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating
birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your
creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with margin-
alized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring
an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability.
Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering (especially). God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially
for fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray
for all for whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promis-
es. May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken pray-
ers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ELW 182

GREAT THANKSGIVING



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 108
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 732
Borning Cry

1 "l was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
| rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold.
| was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
in a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word

| was there to cheer you on;

you were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.

If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun."

"In the middle ages of your life,

not too old, no longer young,

I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.

When the evening gently closes in

and you shut your weary eyes,

I'll be there as | have always been,

with just one more surprise."

"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.

| rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold."

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937; Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker



ELW 802

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,
follow his example pure,
through a world that would deceive us
and to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in his footsteps treading,
trav'lers here, our home above,
full of faith and hope and love,
let us do our Savior's bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
| shall follow where you guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus,
and with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
where he is there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
we shall reap celestial joy:
all discomforts that annoy
shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share your woe;
help me there your joy to know.

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death he conquered death,
he will free us from destruction,
give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
that would lead us into sin;
and the grave that shuts us in
shall but prove the gate of heaven.
Jesus, here with you | die,
there to live with you on high.

4 Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
that to life we may awaken.
Jesus, you are now our head,
we are your own living members;
where you live, there we shall be
in your presence constantly,
living there with you forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be;
life eternal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of
Worship, alt.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in

Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 824
This Is My Father's World

1

This is my Father's world,

and to my list'ning ears

all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.

This is my Father's world;

| rest me in the thought

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father's world;

the birds their carols raise;

the morning light, the lily white,
declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world;

he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass | hear him pass;
he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

This is my Father's world;

oh, let me not forget

that, though the wrong seems oft so
strong,

God is the ruler yet.

This is my Father's world;

why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is king, let heaven ring;
God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.
Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members: Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Pastor Kris Dietzen, Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Lucas Niccoli, Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,

Mark Schmideskamp, Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Jami Schmideskamp, Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,

Donna Nichols, Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Pete Cagle, Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Linda Cagle, Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Janet Nichols, All People affected by natural disasters

Chuck Vandenberg, Those in the Military:

Janet Schmidt, A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,

Family & friends:

Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer,

Nephew of Amanda Sibson,

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle,

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,



