
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 29, 2026 

Palm Sunday  

INTRODUCTION 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified 
king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently 
desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in 
celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation 
as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this para-
doxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal 
of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church 
year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 
 
  
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS 
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter picked by our 3yr old through 
3rd grade  class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 
Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a result of a mysti-
cal experience, he felt called to preach. Many professionals in the church feared his motives 
and influence, and he was imprisoned for leading unauthorized gatherings. 



 Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11  
Jesus enters Jerusalem 
 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the don-
key and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that fol-
lowed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Gali-
lee.” 
 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 264 

 Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Everlasting God, 
 in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHOIR “Jesus in the Dying Woes” arr. By Leland B. Sateren 

 

Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 
 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 
 to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
 its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; 
 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of 
Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a  
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, de-
spite the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the 
servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffer-
ing, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
 4 The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7 The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8 he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9a It is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
    
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
 



Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16  
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
 
 9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 11 I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 
 acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 12 Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a broken pot.  
 13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
 15 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11  
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selfless-
ness on the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspec-
tive of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own 
lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 
 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8 he humbled himself 



  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
The Passion of Our Lord According to Matthew 
Matthew 26:14—27:66  
People   Congregation 
Narrator    Chris McMullin  
Jesus    Pastor Kris 
Juda/Peter/Witness Pam Wilson 
High Priest   Joel Sorensen 
Servant    Janet Anderson 
Pilate    Larrie Nichols 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  343 vs 1, 3, 4 & 5 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

My Song Is Love Unknown 
 
1 My song is love unknown, 
 my Savior's love to me, 
 love to the loveless shown 
 that they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake 
 my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 
3 Sometimes we strew his way 
 and his sweet praises sing; 
 resounding all the day 
 hosannas to our king. 
 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 
 and for his death we thirst and cry. 
 
 

4 We cry out; we will have 
 our dear Lord made away, 
 a murderer to save, 
 the prince of life to slay. 
 Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes 
 that he his foes from thence might free. 
 
5 In life no house, no home 
 my Lord on earth might have; 
 in death no friendly tomb 
 but what a stranger gave. 
 What may I say? Heav'n was his home 
 but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 
 
 
Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt. 

 



Prayers of Intercession 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in 
your church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite 
life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and 
sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to 
your saving love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your 
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that 
they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like 
Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with 
those experiencing pain or loss this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. 
Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and res-
urrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for Hans Nielsen Hauge 
and all the faithful departed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s 
power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY ELW 752 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  353 

 

ELW 338 

Were You There 
 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, trem-

ble,  
 tremble. 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the 

tree? 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the 

tree? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, trem-

ble, 
tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the 
tree? 

 
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the 

side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the 

side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, trem-

ble, 

tremble. 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the 

side? 
 
4 Were you there when the sun refused to 

shine? 
 Were you there when the sun refused to 

shine? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, trem-

ble, 
tremble. 

 Were you there when the sun refused to 
shine? 

 
5 Were you there when they laid him in the 

tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the 

tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, trem-

ble, 
tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the 
tomb? 

 
Text: African American spiritual 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
 a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
 and burdens of the day. 
 
2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
 my eye at times can see 
 the very dying form of one 
 who suffered there for me. 

 And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
 two wonders I confess: 
 the wonder of his glorious love 
 and my unworthiness. 
 
3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
 for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
 the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, 
 to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, 
 my glory all, the cross. 

 
Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  351, vs. 1 & 4 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  
 
1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 

 

4 Lord, be my consolation; 
shield me when I must die; 
remind me of thy passion 
when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 
from thee shall never move; 
for all who die believing 
die safely in thy love. 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 
1250; tr. composite 



St. Mark’s members: 

Mark Schmideskamp, 

Barbara Strampe, 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends: 

Nephew of Amanda Sibson, 

Family of Steve Harper, friend of Don & Janet 

Anderson, 

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle, 

Parents of Amanda Sibson, 

Everett & family, friend of sister-in-law of Janet 

Anderson,  

Eric Ohman, friend of Joni Benz, 

Jim Moore, friend of Joni Benz, 

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member, 

Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade, 

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle, 

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron 

Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


